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Sermon on the Mount – A Christian’s Commitment: 
A Radical Choice Part 2 

In our last study, Jesus challenged us to make a commitment in following him by entering in through the narrow gate.  The path that leads to 
life has but only one single entrance, and that entrance is through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  As our Lord completes the Sermon on the 
Mount, he challenges us once again to consider who we are following not just by who we put our faith in, but by our actions as well.   
 
Read Matt 7:21-29 

Lord, Lord…I never knew you (v.21-23) 

1. For those who would be kept out of the kingdom of heaven, what did Jesus say their response will be and why was this unacceptable? 
(Matt.7:21-23; cf. Matt.7:15; Matt. 24:24, 2 Thess. 2:9-10; Lk. 16:15) 
- They defended themselves by saying that they prophesied, cast our demons, and did mighty works in the name of Jesus 
- “Lord, Lord” 

o Their approach to Jesus seems to be admirable 
o They address Jesus politely and correctly as Lord 
o They address Jesus with some fervency as they say “Lord, Lord” which would display some enthusiasm in greeting Jesus 
o There is nothing wrong with what was spoken in and of itself 

- v21 & 23 
o Even though Jesus says that these people prophesied, performed exorcisms, and other might acts, they still DID NOT do the 

will of the Father which implies that something was missing 
o Not just a verbal or outward profession of faith or works, but requires obedience to the will of the Father 

 Since Jesus specifically mentions the requirement for obedience to the will of the Father, it is implied that the 
many that will not enter in the kingdom were not doing the will go God, even if they were do might works in Jesus’ 
name 

o Jesus calls these people evildoers or workers of lawlessness 
- Their emphasis was on the OUTWARD appearances, by saying the right things and not on INWARD obedience 

o As we can see from many examples in the Sermon on the mount, the typical motivation for this type of behavior is to glorify 
or lift up themselves and not God.   

- Cross References: 
o Matt. 7:15 – Wolves in sheeps clothing 
o Matt. 24:24 

 “False christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders” 
 The outward appearance does not mean or guarantee that you are in the faith 

o 2 Thess. 2:9-10 
 False signs and wonders by Satan in order to deceive 

o Lk. 16:15 
 “you are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts.  For what is exalted among men is 

an abomination in the sight of God” 
 
2. What must be done then to enter into the kingdom? (Matt. 7:21, 23; 2 Tim. 2:19; 1 Jn. 1:6, 2:3-6) 

- 2 Tim. 2:19 
o Everyone who claims to be the Lord’s must depart from iniquity, turn away from wickedness 

- 1 Jn. 1:6, 1 Jn. 2:3-6 
o We deceive ourselves when we say we are in fellowship with the Lord  and yet continue in our lives of darkness 
o We must practice the truth 
o We know Him, if we keep His commandments – obedience 
o We are to be like Christ, we are to walk in the same way that we walked 

 
3. Should this teaching cause us to question our assurance of salvation? (2 Cor. 13:5; 1 Jn 5:13, 3:21-24) 

- No, but it should cause you to examine yourself 
- If you examine yourself and find that you are not living a life of obedience, but living in persistent disobedience to the will of the 

Father, then YES 
- 2 Cor. 13:5 

o Paul exhorts us to examine ourselves to see if we are in the faith 
- How then do we test our faith? 
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o 1 Jn. 5:13 
 John writes this epistle so that for those who believe in Jesus may know that they have eternal life 

o 1 Jn. 3:21-24 
 Believe in the name of Jesus Christ (cf. 1 Jn. 2:21-22) 

 Believe also conveys a sense of trust 

 Believe is also a continuous belief and not a point in time belief 
 Love one another (cf. 1 Jn. 4:7-8) 
 Obedience to his commandments (cf. 1 Jn. 3:5-6) 

 

The Wise and Foolish Builders (v.24-27) 
 
Read Matt. 7:24-27 
4. Compare and contrast the two builders in this parable? (Matt. 7:24-27) 

- Similarities 
o Both heard the teachings of Christ 

 The both go to church, listen to sermons, attend fellowships, read Christian books, etc… 
o Both men build a house 

 From the outward appearance, both men are building Christian lives 
 The houses/lives may appear to be identical from the outside, but when put to the test, the true nature of the 

house will be revealed 
- Contrasts 

o Their responses to the teaching 
 Wise man puts the teachings into practice 
 Foolish man does not do what he has been taught 

 The hearing of the Word is mere intellectual knowledge as the application of it is non existent 
o Their foundations 

 The wise man builds his house upon the solid rock…he dug deep 

 The wise man roots himself in Jesus Christ 
 The foolish man build his house upon the sand…there was no digging here 

o Their strength 
 The wise mans house did not fall when the storms came 
 The foolish mans house fell with a great fall when the storms came 
 Test and trials will always come, there is no avoiding them.  When they do come, how are we going to handle 

them?  What will our responses be like?  Where will we find our strength? 
 
5. Is this parable teaching us that salvation is attained through works? (Jn. 14:23-24; Jas. 1:22-25; 2:14-26 Cf. Gal. 2:16) 

- NO!! 
- Jn. 14:23-24 

o Obedience is a natural outworking of our love for God 
- Jas. 1:22-25 

o Exhorted here to not simply be hearers of the word, but doers 
o The example provided here of you looking into a mirror and seeing that something is wrong, you would naturally do 

something about correcting it 
o This is the same as looking into God’s word and doing nothing about it 

 Cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-17 

 
“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 

- Jas. 2:14-26 
o Faith without deeds is dead 
o Faith is always accompanied by works as a natural outworking of our faith 
o Gal. 2:16 

 “yet we know that a person is not justified
 
by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have 

believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of 
the law no one will be justified” 

 James is not contradicting Paul. 

 James is referring to the false faith of those who merely hear the word, but do not put it into practice, 
thereby showing that they do not have any faith at all 
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 True faith which justifies does not remain alone, but are accompanied by works 

 Eph. 2:10 
o Paul states here that we are a new creation in Christ Jesus to do good works 
o The good works are a result of our faith in Christ 

o Example of Abraham 
 Jas. 2:22-23 and Rom. 4:3 

 Both of these passages cite Gen. 15:6 

 Where Abraham when promised by God that he would have a son, had faith in God, and this faith was 
counted as righteousness 

 James 2:21 refers to Gen. 22, where “God tested Abraham” in the offering of his son Isaac 

 God was testing Abraham’s faith, to see if it was dead or alive, by looking for his obedience through works  

 So James 2:21 is not looking at the first act of justification that made Abraham right with God, but it is 
looking at the works that demonstrate that a man is justified 

 Paul’s use of the word “justified by works” in Gal. 2:16 is in regards to the final right standing with God 
 James’ use of the words “justified by works” in Jas. 2:21 is in regards to the necessary evidence of true faith, or the 

demonstration that one is right with God 
 

Conclusion (v.28-29) 
 
6. Why were the crowds that had gathered to listen to Jesus so astonished and amazed? (Matt. 7:28-29) 

- Jesus spoke from his own authority 
o Authority as teacher, judge, Lord, Saviour, and God 

- The scribes that the crowds were used to had no authority and would cite Scripture, other scribes, or rabbis, but Christ here is 
speaking out of his won authority 
 
 

Now that you have heard the words of our Lord Jesus, what is your response?  Will you be the builder who builds his house on the rock 
or the sand?   
 
 
The following diagram is a high level overview of the teachings in the Sermon on the Mount.  Spend some time in your group and in the 
coming week to reflect and review the teachings found in the Sermon on the Mount.  In each of the areas, examine yourself and see how 
you can put the teachings into practice? 
 

 
 


